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FADE IN:

INT. - PRESIDENT’S OFFICE - DAY

ISRAELI PRESIDENT
So, we are in agreement?

AMERICAN PRESIDENT
You’re certain it’s there?

ISRAELI PRESIDENT
We can trust my sources.

INT - VATICAN LABORATORY - DAY

Some of the Cardinal’s Scientists are gathered around a table 
with BOX on it, another is referring to pages in a large 
bible on a pedestal near the table.  One of the Scientists is 
discretely slipping out of the group.

AMERICAN PRESIDENT (V.O.)
And it will survive?

The remaining Scientists are hooking BOX up to a device for 
another series of would-be destructive tests.

ISRAELI PRESIDENT (V.O.)
It is indestructible.

A high-pitched, distant rumble from above captures the 
Scientists attention.

EXT- OUTER SPACE - N/A

A little mirror-black BOX flies through space.  

Stars surround and reflect.

The surface is deep into the little black BOX.

INT. - PRESIDENT’S OFFICE - DAY

AMERICAN PRESIDENT
And the retrieval?

ISRAELI PRESIDENT
A team of loyalists are standing by 
for my orders.



AMERICAN PRESIDENT
I trust you’ll make sure it is 
delivered directly...

ISRAELI PRESIDENT
I have no interest in your relics, 
I am a man of my word.  Are you a 
man of your word?

AMERICAN PRESIDENT
Consider it done.

INT. - VATICAN LABORATORY - DAY

The noise is getting closer.

The bible is closed.

EXT - NEAR SPACE - DAY

BOX is hurdling towards Pangaea-Earth.

Enters atmosphere like a shooting star, only faster.

Collides with land, creates an ocean and cracks the crust, 
causing chaos.

EXT - PANGAEA-EARTH - DAY

BOX floats up from the windshield-chip-like crater it created 
in Pangaea upon the changing ocean as earthquakes abound and 
volcanoes erupt.

EXT - NEAR SPACE - DAY

Nearer the moon, it is obvious that Pangaea has split into 
shifting continental plates whose movement slows with the 
slowing earthquakes and eruptions into an Earth we can 
recognize.

EXT. - VATICAN CITY - DAY

A nuclear implosion destroys Vatican City.

It seems black smoke and soot are all that remain.
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INT - GOV’T LAB - DAY

BOX is resting on a table in an almost empty Lab.  

A small notch in one corner is the only imperfection in the 
otherwise perfect surface.

BRIAN TUTTLE, a materials scientist working for the American 
Government, is examining the missing chip from BOX’s corner 
under a micro-scope, looks up curiously tapping a note pad, 
and goes to a phone on the wall.

BRIAN
The carbon dating is inconclusive 
Mr. President

INT. - PRESIDENT’S OFFICE - DAY

The American President is alone in his oval office.

AMERICAN PRESIDENT
What are you telling me Dr. Tuttle?

BRIAN (V.O.)
Either the material pre-dates our 
known universe, or it was 
artificially aged.

AMERICAN PRESIDENT
Well, which one is it?

INT. - GOV’T LAB - DAY

BRIAN
I’ll need to call an expert.

AMERICAN PRESIDENT (V.O.)
I thought you were the expert Dr. 
Tuttle!

BRIAN
I’m an expert in materials dating, 
and metallurgy.  I need to 
collaborate with an expert in semi-
conduction and polymers.  This is a 
very advanced material sir.

AMERICAN PRESIDENT (V.O.)
And do you know such an expert?
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BRIAN’s note pad has “call wayne” written on it.

BRIAN
I’ve got someone in mind.

EXT - WAYNE’S COMPOUND - DAY

WAYNE GARRISON is toiling in the gardens of his secret 
research compound in the Canadian forest.

sfx: !!ring!!

A large bell rings to let WAYNE know of an incoming phone 
call while he works in the compound.

INT. - WAYNE’S MAIN HOUSE - DAY

WAYNE finally gets to the phone-call.

BRIAN (O.S.)
Wayne it’s Brian Tuttle.

WAYNE
Brian?  Awe, from the active-
fabrics project, how’s your world 
Dr. Tuttle?

BRIAN (O.S.)
I’ve got something here I’m going 
to need your help on, how soon can 
you be in Washington?

WAYNE
All expenses paid?

INT - KOSTECK ENTRANCE - DAY

ELIZABETH (LIZ) KOSTECK, a biological research scientist, is 
getting ready for work in the entrance of her modest suburban 
home.  

She’s already dressed and made-up.

FRITZ, a terrier-based mutt and LIZ’s only companion, watches 
LIZ use a shoe horn to put on dress shoes.  

She pets him reaching for her coat.
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LIZ
You behave now FRITZ.  Leave those 
house plants alone.

She leaves the house with the knob locked.  

FRITZ watches through the window.

EXT - BIO-LABS - DAY

LIZ arrives at work, and scans in.

BIO-LAB SECURITY
Good morning Dr. Kosteck.

LIZ
Good morning.  Any messages?

BIO-LAB SECURITY
Nope.  Enjoy your day.

INT - BIO-LABS - DAY

STEPHANIE ASPER, a twenty-something fresh from University and 
LIZ’s Lab Assistant, is waiting with a clipboard of papers.

LIZ
Good morning Stephanie.  Are those 
the results from yesterday?

STEPHANIE
Good morning Elizabeth.  I think 
you’ll be impressed this time.

LIZ takes the clipboard and examines some results.

They move towards a series of rat-brain-sections in jars of a 
bluish solution.

STEPHANIE (CONT'D)
How was your evening?

LIZ
Just the usual dinner with Fritz.

STEPHANIE
When are you going to upgrade to a 
two legged companion?
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LIZ
You’re starting to sound like my 
mother Stephanie, and I don’t talk 
to her.

STEPHANIE
I don’t know about you, but I just 
need to fulfill some biological 
needs from time to time.

LIZ
This is great, the solution appears 
to have kept the sample 
electrically active, and 
biologically stable. 

STEPHANIE
Yeah, I’ve got two samples into 
respective extremes of hot and 
cold, and one at room temperature 
as a reference - 

LIZ
and one in the cooler?

STEPHANIE
Coming right up.

LIZ and STEPH get to work.

INT - GOV'T LAB - DAY

WAYNE is looking into a microscope at the corner chip from 
BOX.

BRIAN examines BOX’s surface, making notes of scar marks on a 
reference drawing of BOX.

WAYNE
You see this here BRIAN?

BRIAN moves to the microscope, WAYNE switches on a monitor 
and focuses the microscope/camera to show BOX’s many 
individual layers.

WAYNE (CONT'D)
Each layer is a piezoelectric film.  
The grain structure is linear like 
the cells in a tree trunk, which 
explains the strength. 
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BRIAN
Piezoelectric? So, it can make it’s 
own energy?

WAYNE
From stress and strain caused on 
the material.

BRIAN
You know, the Vatican was 
reportedly trying to open it, using 
destructive-testing methods -

WAYNE
So, whatever’s inside it is 
undoubtedly awake now.

BRIAN
You think it’s electronic?

WAYNE
Probably.  You said the Vatican had 
this thing?

BRIAN
Yeah, it was the only thing 
recovered from the nuclear 
accident.

WAYNE looks to the security camera and back to BRIAN.

WAYNE
Look, be careful with this Brian. 

BRIAN
It’s one of the biggest finds of 
the century -

WAYNE
It’s a secret that the Vatican kept 
safe for god-knows-how-long, and it 
might have been worth starting a 
nuclear war over.

BRIAN
Now you’re just being paranoid 
Wayne.

WAYNE
I’m serious Brian, where going to 
have to be pretty discrete when we 
figure this thing out.
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WAYNE notions to the security camera, a clock hangs below.

BRIAN
I think we should call it a day, go 
grab a bite to eat.

WAYNE
I am a bit peckish.

WAYNE and BRIAN start putting the Lab to bed for the night.

INT - RESTAURANT - NIGHT

BRIAN and WAYNE are having dinner and drinks.

BRIAN
You know how you were saying that 
material was like a tree-trunk, I 
wonder if it was grown?

WAYNE
It’s possible, but not likely.  
There are some reasonably efficient 
ways of making that material now.  
But that does raise the issue of 
what’s inside.

BRIAN
You think it might be living?

WAYNE 
Like some alien embryo designed to 
come alive when the time’s right.

BRIAN
Could explain why the Vatican was 
keeping it secret.

WAYNE
Have you ever heard of Elizabeth 
Kosteck?

BRIAN
Is she a colleague of yours?

WAYNE
She works in biological research.  
Stasis and wet-ware to be precise.

8.



BRIAN
Wet-ware, I’ve heard of that.  
Biological processors in electrical 
systems right?

WAYNE
Exactly.

BRIAN
So, how did you come to know a wet-
ware biologist?

WAYNE
I got her high once in the study 
hall at university.

BRIAN
Makes sense.

They share a chuckle.

WAYNE 
I wonder if we could get it 
resonating?

BRIAN
Someone’s been reading Tesla again?

WAYNE
Stick with me here: the material is 
often used in transducers, like 
ultrasonic probes, so if we hook it 
up like an ultrasonic probe - 

BRIAN
and when we hit the right frequency 
the layers should separate.

WAYNE
We’ll try it out tomorrow morning.

INT - BIO-LABS - NIGHT

LIZ takes a small sample of a brain floating in a bluish goo.

STEPH has a clipboard of results for LIZ.

LIZ is already examining the sample.  Capturing images off 
the microscope camera.
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STEPHANIE
The last batch of results are 
finally in.

LIZ
This is so amazing, there’s no 
visible change!

STEPHANIE
and the tests are still showing the 
same thing.

LIZ
You don’t sound very enthused 
Stephanie.

STEPHANIE
It’s a remarkable breakthrough 
Elizabeth.  It’s just that I’m 
supposed to meet this guy tonight -

LIZ
Oh right, the social life.

STEPHANIE
It’s no big deal, he’ll completely 
understand.

LIZ
Uhm, maybe we should be discrete 
about this whole thing.  At least 
until we know a bit more.

STEPHANIE
Mum’s the word.

LIZ
Sorry Stephanie.  Help me get this 
put to bed and we’ll call it a 
night.

STEPHANIE
No problem Elizabeth.

They tidy up the lab.

EXT - BIO-LABS - NIGHT

LIZ and STEPH are leaving the lab together, the Security 
Guard working away.

10.


